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                     Research

                     			
                     Join our leading research team. Our faculty advance the social work profession through
                        study of critical social issues that directly enhances the lives of individuals and
                        communities.

                     
                     		
                     
                        
                           
                              			
                              Research is a major driver in the College of Social Work and across the University
                                 of South Carolina, designated by the Carnegie Foundation as an institution of very
                                 high research activity.

                              
                              We partner with an extensive network of organizations and agencies to advance scientific
                                 understanding and develop practical knowledge about social conditions, exploring causes
                                 and effects and piloting novel interventions. USC boasts a collaborative research
                                 environment, and our researchers frequently work with faculty from other disciplines,
                                 including nursing, medicine, public health, political science, engineering and computing.

                              
                              We probe issues of consequence to our state and the world. Faculty are shedding light
                                 on the underpinnings of the opioid crisis and urban blight. We are developing new
                                 strategies to prevent HIV infection, closing the rural health disparity gap by building
                                 a replicable telehealth module, identifying markers that drive success for undocumented
                                 youth, training corrections officers to understand the signs of mental health and
                                 designing a parent navigator program that improves health and education outcomes for
                                 children with autism and their families.

                              
                              Our researchers employ rigorous qualitative and quantitative methodologies, including
                                 community-based approaches. Our faculty have traveled to east Africa and China for
                                 extensive field projects and leveraged state and local partnerships to interview military
                                 service members and undocumented teens. We also support large-scale data analysis
                                 projects, such as a review of nearly 900,000 military health claims and administrative
                                 records.

                              
                               

                              
                              Research Focus Areas

                              
                              
                                    
                                       
                                          Aging

                                          
                                             Our faculty examine critical topics in aging such as the workforce, independent living
                                             and global challenges.
                                             

                                       

                                    
                                    
                                       
                                          Children, Youth and Families

                                          
                                             Our researchers study challenges faced by children, youth and families and the organizations
                                             that serve them.
                                             

                                       

                                    
                                    
                                       
                                          Criminal Justice

                                          
                                             Our researchers explore engagement in criminal or delinquent behavior as well as impact
                                             of the criminal justice system on system-involved persons, victims and families.
                                             

                                       

                                    
                                    
                                       
                                          Health and Behavioral Health

                                          
                                             Our researchers offer key insights and analysis that are transforming the practice
                                             of social work and improving health globally.
                                             

                                       

                                    
                                    
                                       
                                          Military

                                          
                                             Our researchers analyze behavioral health issues in military service members, veterans
                                             and families, identifying disparities and opportunities to improve services.
                                             

                                       

                                    
                                    
                                       
                                          Community, Social and Economic Development

                                          
                                             Our research teams investigate communities from South Carolina to Tanzania, looking
                                             at identity, poverty, social capital, racial disparities and civic engagement.
                                             

                                       

                                    

                              
                               

                              
                              		

                           
                              
                                 
                                    Centers and Institutes

                                 

                                 Through our five centers and institutes, faculty have ready access to agencies and
                                    organizations seeking collaborative partners, especially for capacity building and
                                    training opportunities. These centers also act as incubators for innovation.

                                 Center for Child and Family Studies

                                 Institute for Families in Society

                                 I. DeQuincey Newman Institute 

                                 SmartHOME Center

                                 South Carolina Center for Gerontology 
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            Challenge the conventional. Create the exceptional. No Limits.
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